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NAY,  SPEAK  NO  ILL. 


From  Deseret   Sunday  School   Hymn   Book. 

May,  speak  no  ill,  a  kindly  word 

Can  never  leave  a   sting  behind; 
And  O,  to  breathe  each  tale  we've  heard, 

Is   far  beneath   a   noble   mind. 
Full  oft  a  better  seed  is  sown 

By  choosing  thus,   the  kinder  plan, 
For,    if  but   little  good  is  known, 

Still   let  usi  speak   the  best   we   can. 

Give  me  the  heart  that  fain  would  hide- 
Would    fain    another's   faults   efface: 

How  can  it  please  the  human  pride 
To   prove   humanity   but   base? 

No,    let    us   reach   a   higher  mood— 
A  nobler  estimate   of  man; 

Be  earnest  in  the  search  for  good. 
And  speak  of  all  the  best  we,  can. 

Then   speak  no  ill.  but  lenient   be 

To  others'  failings  as  your  own, 
If  you're  the  first  a  fault  to  see. 

Be  not   the  first   to   make  it    known. 
For  life   is  but  a  passing  day, 

No  lip  may  tell  how  brief  its  span; 
Then.   O,  the  little  time  we  6tay, 

Let's  speak  of  all  the  best  we  can. 


History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission 

The  Martyrdom  of  Joseph  Standing. 
By  Elder  John  Nicholson. 

In  1S79,  Budger  Clawson  was  called  to 
go  on  a  preaching  mission  to  the  South- 
ern States,  and  proceeded  to  his  field  in 
the  eaTly  part  of  that  year.  He  labored 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  associated  with 
Elder  Joseph  Standing.  Before  he  reached 
that  part  of  the  country  the  latter  had 
accomplished  a  good  work  in  Whitfield 
County;  particularly  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Varnell's  Station,  where  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  raising  up  a  branch  of  the 
Church. 

A  short  time  before  he  was  murdered. 
Brother  Standing  had  a  dream  which 
made  a  powerful  impression  upon  his 
mind,  and  caused  him  to  have  forebod- 
ings of  approaching  trouble.  He  told  it 
to  Budger,  and  several  times  subsequent- 
ly to  other  persons  in  his  presence.  It 
was  about  as  follows,  as  near  as  his  pre- 
cise language  can  be  recollected: 

"I  thought  I  went  to  Varnell's  Station, 
when  suddenly  clouds  of  intense  black- 
ness gathered  overhead  and  all  around 
me.  I  visited  a  family  who  were  con- 
nected with  the  Church.  The  moment  I 
entered  their  house  the  most  extreme  con- 
sternation seized  them,  and  they  made  it 
clear  beyond  any  possibility  of  doubt  that 
my  presence  was  objectionable.  They  ap- 
peared to   be  influenced      by   a   sense   of 


great  tearfulness.  There  was  no  clear- 
ing away  of  the  clouds  nor  abatement  of 
the  restlessness  of  the  people,  when  1 
suddenly  awoke,  without  my  being  shown 
the  end  of  the  trouble." 

In  the  meantime  a  conference  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  in  Borne,  Georgia,  and 
Elders  Standing  and  Clawson  received 
an  invitation  to  be  present  and  partici- 
pate in  the  proceedings.  They  according- 
ly set  out  on  a  journey  to  that  point. 
Standing  decided  that  a  call  should  be 
made,   on  the  way,   at  Varnell's  Station, 


EILDBR  JOSEPH  STANDING. 

Murdered  Sunday.     July    21st.     187»,     Near 
Varnell's  Station,  Ga. 


that  they  might  visit  some  of  the  Saints, 

!  most  of  whom  were  new  members  of  the 

Church.     They  reached  that  place  on  the 

evening  of  Saturday.  July  20th,  and  pro- 

I  ceeded  to  the  residence  of  J .     As 

soon  as  they  got  to  the  house  the  inmates 
seemed  to  be  in  a  state  of  great  excite- 
ment. They  said  that  threats  had  been 
made  against  the  brethren,  and  the  feel- 
ing toward  them  in  the  neighborhood  was 


bitter  and  murderous.  They  declined  to 
allow  them  to  stop  over  night,  because 
if  anything  happened  they  would  have  to 
share  the  trouble. 

This  reception  chilled  the  feelings  of 
the  Eilders.  and  Budger  said  to  himself 
involuntarily:  "This  is  the  fulfillment  of 
Joseph's   dream." 

"What  shall  we  do?"  said  the  mission- 
aries. "It  is  now  &  o'clock,  and  getting 
quite  dark.  Can  you  tell  us  of  a  place 
where  we  can  find  shelter?" 

"Yes,"   said  J ,   "you   can  go   to 

Houston's,  a  mile  and  a  half  further  on. 
He  will  doubtless  entertain  you." 

There  being  no     alternative,     the  two 

travelers  left  the  house  of  the  J 's 

and  set  out  for  that  of  Henry  Holston. 
who  was  not  a  member  of  the  Church, 
but  had  shown  a  very  friendly  disposition 
toward  the  Elders.  They  trudged  through 
the  thickly  wooded  country,  about  one 
half  of  the  way  in  pitchy  darkness. 

On  reaching  the  Holston  place,  they 
discovered  that  the  family  had  retired. 
In  response  to  a  knock,  the  voice  of  the 
proprietor  was  soon  heard,  saying,  "Who 
is  there?" 

"Standing  and  Clawson,"  was  the  re- 
ply. 

'cWellV"  said  Mr.  Holston,  in  that  pecu- 
liar intonation  that  gave  the  impression 
that  he  was  slightly  hesitating  about  ex- 
tending his  hospitality. 

The  situation  was  briefly  explained,  the 
relation  winding  up  with — "We  would 
like  the  privilege  of  stopping  over  night." 

The  door  instantly  opened,  and  Mr. 
Holston  said,  with  that  cordiality  for 
which  he  was  noted,  "Come  in." 

After  the  brethren  entered  he  was  very 
kind.  He  explained  to  them,  however, 
that  there  was  danger  in  the  air.  Threats 
of  (mobbing,  whipping  and  even  killing 
the  Elders  had  been  freely  made,  and  he 
expected  to  get  into  trouble  on  account 
of  entertaining  them.  He  said,  however, 
that  he  would  take  his  chances  on  that 
head  and  would  defend  them  'so  long  as 
they  were  under  his  roof. 

When  the  guests  entered  the  room  as- 
signed them.  Standing  appeared  pale, 
anxious  and  determined.  It  is  not  known 
whether  his  dream  had  occurred  to  him 
on  account  of  the  situation,  as  no  ex- 
pression from  him  denoted  that  such  was 
the  case.     It  was  evident,  however,  that 
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I  ill    -"ii  HERN   BTAK 


lir  imi-  Impressed  with  i  premonition  ol 
ipproachlng  danger,  He  bod  slwnyt  fell 
mii  Intense  horror  ol  being  whipped  ind 
iiicin-  ili  in  once  had  declared  thai  fie 
would  rather  die  than  be  subjected  Io 
mifh  an  Indignity,  Notwlthttandlng  that 
be  appeared  to  be  deepl]  Impressed  with 
:i  nente  ■•(  the  near  pretence  of  il 
he  was  natural!)  a  courageona  young 
man. 

I  [e    carcfull]    ei  iml I    the    a  indow  - 

and  aecurel]   rattened  them.    He  then  goi 

hold  of  'Hi  Iron  bar,  which  be  placed   in 

such    n    |>.>Mt  Ion    it    i"   i»'    w  iiliin      eat] 

h  ,,f  lii-  hand,  In  catc  of  necessity. 

"Whal  la  the  meaning  of  these  preeau 

tionei"  gold  Rodger, 

■•|  expect  the  mob  tonight,  and  I  \\  ml 

to  be   ready   to  r. i \ »-  thorn,"   was   the 

resolute  response. 

"1   don't   think   we  will   be  disturbed," 
said  the  Imperturable  Rudger,  who  for  li 
widi    fell    Into    ;i    Bound      slumber,    from 
n hich  he  did  not   :m  akc  till   broad  dap 
light 

Next  morning  was  tli<'  Sabbath,  and  the 
weather  was  clear  iinl  beautiful,  all  na- 
ture appearing  to  real  in  peaceful  seren 
ity.  Tlie  two  Elders  sel  oul  to  go  i" 
the  house  at  which  thej  were  received 
with  such  meagre  hospitality  the  night 
previous,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  ther 
satchels,  etc.,  and  bringing  them  <>»  to 
Mr.    Boleton's    place.      They    found    the 

j 's  still  tearful  because  of  t lie  bit- 

ter  teeMng  they  knew  existed  in  t  he  neigh- 
borhood toward  the  brethren,  and  the 
slay  of  the  latter  \\  as  brief. 

The  road  between  -I  's     nd  Bol- 

ston's  was  densely  wooded  on  both  sides. 
tin  the  way  back  to  the  residence  of  the 
latter,  turning  a  bend  the  two  young  mis- 
sionaries suddenly  came  in  full  view  of 
a  posse  of  twelve  men.  Some  wire 
in. unit,, 1.  the  remainder  were  afoot  and 
ill  were  armed.  As  soon  as  they  causa 
sight  of  the  Elders  they  set  op  unit  dly, 
tin-  most  demoniacal  yells  of  exultation, 
and  came  rushing  inward  them  like  a 
pack  of  hungry  wolves  who  bad  discov- 
ered  the  prey   they    were  aboul    to  tear  ti> 

pieces  and  devour. 

The  feelings  thai  were  inspired  in  Jos- 
eph Standing  at  this  appalling  spectacle 
ran  only  be  judged  by  his  appearance. 
His  face  was  pale  as  death,  his  features 

rigid,     while    his    eye    1  ,et  I  ikellod     the    illlell- 

sitj  of  tln>  siiliilinil  excitement  under 
which  he  labored. 

'Pin-  sensations  thai  passed  through 
Rudger's  mind  and  frame  were  entirely 
new  to  him,  ms  lie  was  now  facing  a  dan- 
ger thai  had  no  parallel  in  any  former  in- 
cidenl  of  his  life,  which  he  thought  le 
wms  about  to  i mpelled  to  surrender. 

Tin-  names  of  those  who  composed  tlii* 

bl i  thirsty  band  of  murderous  ruffians, 

whose  cruel  and  dastardly  deed  will 
cause  them  to  he  branded  with  eternal 
infamy,  axe: 

David  T>.   Nations.  Jasper  N.   Ni 
A.   S.   Smith     David    Smith.     Benjamin 

Clark.    William    Nation-..     Andrew     Bl  id 

ley,     James   Faucett,     Bugh   Blair,  .1  is. 
Nations,  Jefferson  Hunter  and  Mm,      \|, 
Lure. 

The  expressions  upon  the  faces  of  thos 
tietids  incarnate  were  in  unison  with 
the  vengeful  sounds  which  had  jus  •  - 
caped  from  their  throats.  Tiny  were 
laboring  under  the  excitement  of  passion 
to  such  hi  extent  that  their  frames  shook 
and  some  of  them  foamed  at  the  mouth. 


\     0..11  m*  1 1 1 ■  - >  enme  np  Joseph  Stand- 
ing, in  .1   clear  voice,  loud  e igh  to  be 

I  lij  ad  ot  them,  mii ill : 

a) leu, i  ii    Bj   n  li.it  authorlt)  are  t  e 

thus  molested  upon  the  public  highway? 

1 1    row    hi  \  e    m    w  i  r  i-  int    oi    an  Ml    or  any 

legal  procett  to  serve  upon  us.   we 

would   like  to  examine  it.  thai    we  may 

lie  witisfied  ms  io  your  authorlt)  tc  Inter 

fi  re  with  our  niov ementt." 

"We'll  sh,,»  you  bj   wIimi  authority  we 

let,"    one    of    i  Ik-mi    -honied. 

Oi f   the     mounted     mobbera     then 

i id   from   his   bone  and   approached 

Rudger  with  a  cocked  revolver  Be 
flourished  this  weapon,  whirling  II 
menacing!]    in   the     face     ol    the   young 

man.    who   looked    down    the   muzzle  of   an 

implement  of  that  character  for  the  lir-t 

lime.      It   is  perhaps  needless  to  state  that 

it  looked  exceedingly  formidable  t  .  him. 
his  threatening  antics  with  the  most  foul 
'l*lie  murderous  fellow  who  performed 
this  part  of  the  programme  accompanied 
and  blasphemous  nhuse.  while  his  com- 
panions were  moving  around  ami  ind" til- 
ing in  vile  and  profane  enraings  The 
excitement  of  Bradley  a  large  and  pow- 
erful man  was  singularly  noticeable.  II 
was  on  horseback  ind  was  holding  a 
double  barrelled  shotgun  in  front  or  him, 
across  his  animal,  with  lioih  hands.  II" 
shook  so  that  the  weapon  bobbed   about 

is    if    he    Were   al-  lilt    to   drop   it. 

"Come    with    us,"    was    the    command 

from   the  ntoli. 

The  singular  procession  then  started 
back   in   the  sun,-  direction   from   which 

the  Mlders  had  come. 

Standing  appeared  to  be  laboring  under 
a  terrible  strain.  His  face  continued 
overspread  with  a  deathly  pallor;  he 
walked  rapidly,  ami  with  his  figure  ereel 
as    in   arrow.     Be  moved  so  quickly  that 

he  kept   pace  with  the  front  line  of  the 

inoldiers.    with    whom    he   constantly    r  a- 
-oned  and   expostulated.     "It    is  n 
intention,"   said    he,    "to   remain   in   this 
pin  of  the  state,     if  we  had  been  on 

lested  we  would  have  been  away  in  a 

very  short  time.  We  use  no  inducements 
to  persuade  people  to  join  our  Church. 
We  preach  whit  we  understand  to  be  the 

truth  and  leave  people  to  embrace  it  0" 
not,  as   they  may  choose."  etc 

Such  expostulations  had  not  the  slight 
est  effect  in  mollifying  the  lawless  hand 
but    rather     exasperated     them    all    the 

more.  Indeed  it  was  not  what  the  mis- 
sionaries might  do  for  which  these  base 
fellow-  had  resolved  to  pnnish  them.  I  ut 
for  what  had  already  been  done,  s  in  e 
of  the  hest  ami  most  respected  people  i 

that   seotion  having  emhr.i 1  the  gospel 

through   Elder  Standing's     ministrations. 

They    said:      "The      govern nt      of    the 

United  States  is  against  you.  ami  ili  re 
i-  no  'm  in  Georgia  for  Hormone." 
Rudger  manifested  no  hurry  in  a 
panying  the  gang.  His  overwhelming 
sentiment  on  that  subject  was  ■  ■.  ,■  of  re- 
luctance. He  could  Bee  no  d  v.  !•  pments 
ahead  luit  those  of  a  most  appalling  char- 
acter, ami  he  was  the  rever f  anxious 

to  hasten  their  consummation.  He  .  x 
pected  he  was  iroin;:  to  his  death,  and  he 
had  no  desire  to  m.  et  the  grim  mo  Bl  r 
any  sooner  than  might  he  compulsory 
He  walked  rather  slowly,  in  order  that 
he  might  not  get  to,,  fir  ahead  of  his  in- 
clinations. 

One   of   the      ruffians.      becoming 
perated  at  his  tendency  to  lag.  came  up 


behind  ami  -truck  him  n  terrible  blow  on 
tin-  back  of  1 1.,-  heoi     Being  stunned  for 
the  moment,  Rudger  reeled    net  fell  for- 
ward, taring  hi.  body  from  tin-  full  tbock 
of  the  fall  by  extending  In.  hand-      K- 
covering  •peedlly,  In-  nraa  on  bis  feel  in 
mi  instant,  his  fieri   iir,  ,1  v>  •:,  conram 
in.-  rage.     Be  turned  for  th 
Identifying    hit   cowardlj 

found    him    to   I"-    a    ] Ig   lean     pr 

the   -t   youthful   per- r 

Rudger  knew    that    to  resent   the  brutal 

outrage  would  i 'rtain  and  timet 

-taut  death.    I  [<   look.- 1  at  htm,  lew 
in  inch  ■   manner    n   to  convey  ml  the 
contempt  thai  could  be  Indicated  \>\  I 
expression. 

i        teemed  to  enrage  the  wretch   al- 
i '   a-     much      i-    if   be  bad    r.  ■ 

"blow  for  I, low."  Shortly  after  the  help 
lest  victim  ,,f  fiis  attack   had  r.-u I  the 

melancholy  line  of  march,  the  fellow  at 
-aulte.i  him  again.  Hi-  rai-.-d  a  hear) 
crab  and  wms  ibout  to  bring  il  down  upon 

HmU'er's   head    with    all   the   force   In     w    a 

capable  of  using,  when  another  member 

of  the  hind   seized   his  arm   and   told  him 

io  desist 

On  proceeding  a  short  distance  furthir 
the  party  hehehl  a  spectacle  that, 
withstanding  the  serious  character  of  the 
situation,  caused  tome  to  show  thai  they 
seneed  it-  lodicrousnesa,  by  an  inrolun- 
tary   smile.     Thes    came   suddenly    n  on 

an  old  man.  apparently  al t  si\t.\   -. 

of  age,  mounted  upon  an  alleged  horse. 

The  na f  ihis  person   wat  Jonathan 

Owensby.     Be  was   ponderous,   even    to 

hugeness,  but  not  from  excess  of  adi| ■ 

lie  was  tall,  raw-boned,  loose-jointed  and 

sinewy.      As   he  sat,  or   rather   linn.-   0    0  I 

his  horse,  he  reminded  on,-  ,,f  i  bundle  of 

knotty    slalis.       Hi-    face    and    head    were 

large,  and  hi-  i plexion  bordered  upon 

the  hue  of  tanned  leather,  the  -kin  bar- 
ing   a    harmonious    appearance    ,>f    siniili- 

toughness.    The  features  wen-  large,  pro 
jecting    and    craggy,    the    forehead    r 
in.'    with    marked  abruptness,   tearing   a 

jutting  ledge,  op  tfi,.  lower  part,  covered 
with  i  thick  growth  of  shaggj  hair,  in  tie 
form  of  eye-brows,  from  under  which 
peered  a  pair  of  poorly  matched  grey 
eyes.  While  the  right  optic  gated  ■ 
steadfastly  the  other  teemed  to  i„.  --t .1  k 

in  -   in"   the  hind-cap.-  on   the   left. 

The  animal  npon  which  thi-  peculiar 
per-, .11  rode  completed  the  picture.  It 
looked    as   if   nature  had    begun    the    work 

of  making  a  bone  ami  abandoned  the  job 
after  having  put  th,-  frame  together. 

Notwithstanding  tin-  forbidding  charac- 
ter of  Jonathan  Dwensby's  persona]  ap- 
pearance,  hi-  reputation  for  trnthft 
Mini  general  honesty  was  second  to  none 

in   the  section   of   th untry    when-   fie 

resided.     A  circumstance  com ted  with 

tin-  tragedy,  the  particulars  ha, line  to 
which  an-  n.,w  being  related-,  bore  oul 
the  correctness  of  tfi,.  ,  stiuiMtc  popularly 
placed   upon    tfi,-  good    man's  character. 

Addressing  Jonathan,   one  of   tfi,- 
her-  -aid:  "I-  there  anything  the  matter 
with  your  horse?     If  tfiere  is.  these  men 
are  Elders  of  'Mormon'  rfinrcfi.  and  will 
heii  it  by  the  laying  on  .>r  bands." 

"I  don't  think  ther.-  is  anything  the 
matter  with  him,"  said  the  old  man.  as 
he  smiled  grimly  and  passed  on  his  way. 

The  party  at  this  juncture  tnrmsl  out 
of  tfic  main  road  and  went  deeper  into 
the  woods.  They  had  Bcarcely  more  than 
taken  this  change  of  route  when  they  met 
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a  young  girl  named  Mary  Hamlin.  It 
subsequently  transpired  that  she  and  her 
mother,  who  were  friendly  to  the  Elders, 
had  seen  the  mob  and  feared  greatly  that 
they  might  meet  the  brethren  and  kill 
them.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Hamlin, 
her  daughter  set  out  to  intercept  the  mis- 
sionaries, put  them  on  their  guard  and 
enable  them  to  evade  the  mobhers.  She 
was  just  a  little  too  late,  but  it  was  no 
fault  of  this  heroic  girl,  who  had  traveled 
with  all  the  speed  she  could  command. 

When  she  comprehended  the  situation 
her  face  assumed  a  bleachy   whiteness. 

A  terrible  fear,  combined  with  a  deter- 
mined resolution  seized  upon  Rudgcr. 
Doubtless  the  mind  of  Brother  Standing 
was  similarly  exercised.  Knowing  the 
unscrupulous  characters  of  those  who 
held  the  Elders  in  custody,  an  idea  shot 
through  his  mind  that  they  might  com- 
mit an  outrage  upon  the  girl.  In  th  it 
event  any  attempt  to  prevent  them  con- 
summating such  a  purpose  would  be  cer- 
tain death  to  himself  and  companion,  yet 
he  resolved  to  make  it.  Unarmed  aud 
helpless  as  he  was.  he  purposed  selling 
his  life  as  dearly  as  possible,  if  need  be, 
in  defending  this  innocent  young  woman. 

One  of  the  men  said:  "You  see  we 
have  got  your  brethren.  As  soun  as  we 
dispose  of  their  case  we  purpose  attend- 
ing to  you.'' 

"The  Lord  is  with  them  and  my  pray- 
ers are  forever  for  them."  replied  Mary, 
the  tones  of  her  voice  evincing  deep  emo- 
tion.    She  then  went  on  her  way. 

At  this  juncture  three  of  the  members 
of  the  party  who  were  on  horseback  left 
the  main  body  and  made  a  detour,  proba- 
bly to  reconnoitre  or  to  get  others  to  join 
them  in  their  villainous  work. 

The  remainder,  in  charge  of  the  two 
intended  victims  of  their  satanic  hate, 
proceeded  a  short  distance  further,  when 
they  reached  a  lovely  spot — a  spring  of 
clear  water,  overshadowed  by  a  huge, 
outspreading  tree.  Here  a  halt  was  made 
and  the  party  seated  themselves  around 
the  mirror-like  pool. 

From  the  time  the  Elders  were  cap- 
tured by  the  mob,  Standing  seemed  to  be 
affected  with  a  burning  thirst,  probably 
occasioned  by  the  suppressed  excitement 
under  which  he  was  laboring.  On  the 
way  he  several  times  appealed  to  his  cap- 
tors for  water,  and  now  an  opportunity 
was  presented  for  the  first  time  for  him 
to  obtain  it. 

One  of  the  men,  pointing  to  the  spring, 
told  him  to  drink. 

The  young  man  was  furthest  from  the 
pool  and  in  order  to  reach  it  would  have  to 
pass  close  to  several  of  the  mobbers,  and 
while  reclining  to  reach  the  water  would 
be  an  easy  prey  to  any  of  the  blood- 
thirsty crew  who  might  take  advantage 
of  his  prone  position  to  do  him  violent  e. 
This  probability  appeared  to  flash  across 
his  mind,  and  he  said:  "I  don't  wish  to 
drink  now." 

The  man  who  told  him  to  slake  his 
thirst  evidently  divined  what  was  pass- 
ing through  his  mind,  and  said:  "You 
needn't  be  afraid;  you  can  drink,  as  we 
will  not  hurt  you  while  you  do  so." 

Standing  went  to  the  spring  and  took  a 
copious  draught.  He  was  still  very  pile, 
his  features  rigid,  and  overspread  with  an 
expression   of  deep  anxiety. 

After  he  had  returned  to  his  place. 
James  Eaucett,  aged  about  sixty  years, 
and    who   was   seated    upon    a    horse,    ad- 


dressing tin'  Elders,  delivered  himself 
as  follows : 

"I  want  you  men  to  understand  that 
I  am  the  captain  of  this  party,  and  that 
if  we  ever  again  find  you  in  this  part  of 
the  country  we  will  hang  you  by  the  neck 
like  dogs." 

A  general  desultory  conversation  en- 
sued, iu  the  course  of  which  the  vilest  ac- 
cusations were  laid  against  the  "Mor- 
mons," the  beastly  talk  of  the  mobbers 
merely  serving  to  show  the  depravity  and 
corruption  of  their  own  hearts.  They 
betrayed  a  deep-seated  hatred  of  Elder 
John  Morgan.  They  were  desirous  of  as- 
certaining his  whereabouts  from  the  El- 
ders, and  appeared  disappointed  on  learn- 
ing from  them  that  he  was  at  that  time 
in  Utah. 

The  space  of  about  one  hour  was  con- 
sumed in  this  way,  when  the  three  horse- 
men who  had  left  the  party  came  in  sight. 
As  they  rode  up,  one  of  them  exclaimed: 
"Follow    us." 

At  this  time  Joseph  Standing  was  sit- 
ting with  his  back  toward  the  horstmiu, 
but  no  sooner  had  the  command  em!  od- 
ied  in  the  two  words  quoted  been  uttered 
than  he  leaped  to  his  feet  with  a  bound, 
instantly  wheeled  so  as  to  face  them, 
brought  his  two  hands  together  with  a 
sudden  slap,  and  shouted  in  a  loud,  c'.ear, 
resolute  voice — "Surrender." 

A  man  seated  close  to  him  pointed  his 
pistol  at  him  and  fired.  Young  Standing 
whirled  or  spun  three  times  round  upon 
his  feet,  fell  heavily  forward  upon  the 
ground,  turned  once  over,  bringing  him 
face  upward,  and  spread  his  arms  widely 
out,  his  form  being  in  such  a  position  as 
to  be  in  the  shape  of  a  cross. 

As  if  moved  by  one  impulse  all  those 
who  had  been  seated  upon  the  ground 
arose  to  their  feet.  Suddenly  a  member 
of  the  party,  pointing  to  Kudger,  said  to 
his  companions,  in  an  authoritative  tone 
— "Shoot  that  man." 

In  an  instant  every  weapon  was  turned 
upon  the  defenseless  young  missionary, 
who  felt  that  his-  fast  moments  on  earth 
had  come  and1  that  in  a  few  seconds  he 
would  be  launched1  into  eternity.  He 
fully  realized  the  situation,  his  feelings 
being  intensified  by  the  expectation  that 
a  bullet  was  about  to  crash  through  his 
brain,  the  very  idea  of  which  had  always 
been  to  him  most  horrible. 

The  murderous  wretches  paused  a  mo- 
ment with  their  weapons  leveled  upon 
their  proposed  victim,  who  folded  his 
arms — showing  an  outward  calmness  at 
the  most  extreme  variance  with  his  in- 
ward feelings — and  said  with  apparent  de- 
liberation:    "Shoot." 

The  suspense  of  a  lifetime  seemed  to 
be  thrown  into  the  next  few  seconds.  A 
whirling  sensation  passed  over  his  brain 
and  then  all  was  dark.  This  condition 
was  but  momentary,  and  when  he  recov- 
ered the  position  was  unaltered — the  mur- 
derous ruffians  still  stood  with  their  guns 
and  pistols  pointed  at  him.  The  man  who 
had  directed  that  the  young  Elder  be 
murdered,  suddenly  changed  his  mind 
and  countermanded  the  first  order  by 
shouting  "Don't  shoot." 

The  meu  at  once  lowered  their  anus. 
They  then  appeared  to  sense  the  horrible 
character  of  the  deed  that  had  been  com- 
mitted. As  soon  as  it  flashed  fully  upon 
them,  they  were  seized  with  sudden  con- 
sternation   and      instinctively    rushed    to- 


gether in  a  compact  group,  as  if  seeking 
mutual  protection  from  eaeli  other,  from 
the  probable  consequences  .it  the  bloody 
act. 

(To  be  continued.) 


JOTS  AND  TITTLES. 


A  happy  family  is  but  an  earlier  heav- 
en.— Bowring. 


Elders  L.  J.  Willis,  who  returned  home 
for  surgical  attention  recently,  has  re- 
covered sufficiently  to  accept  a  mission  in 
the  interest  of  the  M.  I.  A.  work  for  the 
Garfield  Stake  of  Zion. 


Elders  YV.  S.  Greenwood  and  A.  E. 
Anderson  lately  released  to  return  home, 
have  been  called  to  a  home  mission  in  the 
M.  I.  A.  missionary  corps.  They  were 
laboring  in  the  Middle  Tennessee  con- 
ference. 


Logan  Journal. 

Elder  Nathan  Thomas,  a  son  of  Judge 
W.  X.  Thomas,  returned  home  Sunday 
from  a  two  and  a  half  years'  mission  in 
the  east.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of 
this  time  in  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Florida   Philosopher. 

Four  elders  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints 
held  meetings  on  the  steamer  Eulalia  at 
her  wharf  at  Palatka,  Saturday  night 
and  Sunday — four  meetings  iu  all — one 
Saturday  night,  and  three  on  Sunday. 
Captain  Lucas  gave  them  the  use  of  the 
boat  free  of  charge. 


If  any  of  our  readers  have  extra  copies 
of  the  Star  for  Number  3  and  Number  4 
they  will  oblige  by  sending  them  in.  The 
indications  point  to  an  extra  heavy  de- 
mand for  back  numbers,  and  it  has  been 
found  that  the  stock  is  low  on  these  two 
numbers. 

A  religious  paper  took  a  vote  of  its 
readers  as  to  which  were  the  best  hymns 
that  are  sung  in  the  churches.  "Rock  of 
Ages"  received  the  highest  number  of 
votes— 3,?15.  Only  three  other  hymns 
had  more  than  3,000  votes.  They  were: 
"Abide  with  Me,"  "Jesus,  Lover  of  My 
Soul,"  and  "Just  as  I  Am."  These  pop- 
ular hymns  should  not  be  neglected  in 
any  Christian  church. 


Sister  William  Thompson,  of  Argillite. 
Greenup  county,  Ky.,  passed  away  from 
this  world  of  toil  and  care  on  Dec.  2. 
lsys.  She  was  a  loving  wife  and  a  kind 
mother,  leaving  a  husband  and  several 
children  to  mourn  the  loss.  She  was  a 
friend  of  truth,  loved  by  all,  and  a  firm 
Latter  Day  Saint. 

Her  husband  telegraphed  to  the  Elders 
to  conduct  the  funeral  services,  but  they 
did   not  receive  the  message  in  time. 


The  Star  is  reminded  by  the  Provo 
Enquirer  that  we  had  omited  the  name 
of  the  author  of  'Utah  and  the  Mor- 
mons." They  tell  us  it  was  written  by 
the  late  Henry  Maiben.  We  were  un- 
able to  find  who  was  the  author  and  now 
take  pleasure  in  crediting  his  name,  es- 
pecially when  it  is  known  to  be  from  the 
pen  of  the  father  of  one  of  our  Southern 
States  missionary.  Elders  Henry  J.  Mai- 
ben. of  Provo.  He  labored  in  Mississippi 
until  April  3.  1S114,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
release  was  the  president  of  the  North 
Alabama  conference. 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OP  THE  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

1.  We  believe  io  God  the  Eternal  Father,  and  ic  Bis  Sod 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

fi.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  Tor  their  own 
mil-  and  not  for  Adam's  transgression. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  or  Christ,  all 
mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  to  the  laws  aod  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  of 
(he  Gospel  are  :  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  second. 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins ;  fourth,  Laying  on  of  Hands  for  the  Gift  or  the  Holy 
Qhost 

b.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
"  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  bands,"  by  those  who  are 
In  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi. 
nances  thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the  same  organization  that  existed  io 
the  primitive  church — namely.  Apostles,  Prophets,  Pastors, 
Teachers,  Evangeliste,  etc. 

7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

6.  We  bolieve  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  it 
is  translated  correctly  ,  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  alt  that  He  doee 
now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  will  reigo  person- 
ally opon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

11.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what 
they  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  beingsubject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  magistrates;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

18.  We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuoos,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men  ,  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  It  there  is  anything  virtuous, 
lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praisewor:hy,  we  seek  alter  the"* 
tbincs.-JOSEPH  SMITH. 


The  old  Sunday  school  veteran.  Elder 
(Jeorge  Goddard,  has  passed  to  the  great 
beyond;  lie  died  shortly  after  midnight  of 
Jan.  12,  lSJstl.  and  was  buried  on  Sunday, 
15th.  The  services  were  held  in  the 
Tabernacle  amid  impressive  anspicies. 
The  immediate  cause  of  his  demise  was 
lagrippe,  but  be,  being  over  83  years  old, 
DO  doubt  this  had  somewhat  to  do  with  it. 
Kbler  (ioddard  was  bom  at  Leicester, 
England,  December  7th.  1S15.  and  was. 
therefore.  S3  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  history  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  and 
his  death  will  cause  general  mourning, 
especially  in  Sunday  school  circles  where 
he  was  so  prominently   identified. 


A  CHANGED 

MAN 


t^"ll  AT  w  III'  It  ei  inutilities 

[  C    n    real   ObaVOga    in    life 

\Z)  la  ■  qui  in  n  iMiribv 
"i  deep  consideration.  Many  ■  fond 
mothers  proud  father,  or  doting  wife,  baa 

fell    that    when    our  John    c ei    borne 

from  it  mission  with  an  honorable  reh-nse 
in    his    possession    that    he    is    now    freely 

absolved   from   farther  church  or  ecleai- 

astir. il  ilulies.  iii  this  idea  the  Elder 
often  joins.  Perchance  before  his  call 
his  interest  in  religious  matters  has  been 
of  a  very  meagre  order,  bul,  by  the  aid  of 
the  Lord  and  his  own  will  power,  he  has 
made  a  mark  in  the  mission  as  an  ex- 
ceptionally bright  '  logician;  has  madci 
friends  by  the  score  wherever  he  labored; 
peradventure  he  has  officiated  in  more 
baptisms  and  other  ordinances  than 
usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  average 
missionary;  and  yet,  when  he  gets  home 
he  permits  his  record  to  fade  way  into 
misty  echoes  of  his  former  mission  try 
efforts.  Now  the  question  is,  has  he 
Changed .  If  he  relegates  the  knowledge 
gained  in  the  mission  field  to  some  musty 
cupboard  has  he  really  changed  V 

Where  much  is  gained,  much  is  ex- 
pected. If  the  Lord  shall  give  us  talents, 
wo  have  no  right  to  bury  them,  and  when 
we  return  to  Zion]  the  proud  possessor  of 
double,  the  number  Of  talents  we  started 
out  with  the  Lord  expects  labors  in  pro- 
portion. Moreover,  unless  we  do  so,  there 
is  no  change  in  us.  We  ire  no  better 
than  before  we  went  out.. 

As  we  view  the  matter  the  time  to 
look  for  a  change  is  when  the  Elder  re- 
turns from  his  mission;  gets  involved  in 
home  interests,  business  complications, 
social  environments,  and  still  devotes  a 
goodly  portion  of  his  time  to  religious 
duties?  If  he  does  not  do  so  there  he  is 
little  if  any  better  than  he  was  before. 
One  does  not  look  for  the  change  in  a 
child  while  attending  school.  Here  is 
where  the  foundation  is  laid  for  the 
transition  from  ignorance  to  knowledge 
that  we  hope  to  have  wrought  in  the 
child's  life  by  study  and  instructions 
given  by  the  teacher;  with  his  education 
thoroughly  mastered  he  is  ready  to  give 
battle  to  the  world.  Here  then  is  where 
the  change  really  takes  place — the  child 
is  on  the  great  crossway  of  life.  AVill  he 
take  the  path  that  leads  to  a  higher 
I'fe  or  will  he  take  the  old  unprogres- 
sive  one  that  means  retrogression.  Here 
is  where  the  real  change  in  his  life  takes 
place.  So  with  an  Elder;  the  mission 
is  one  of  the  nest  schools  that  it  is  possi- 
ble to  attend  and  when  our  Elders  re- 
turn home  from  a  successful  mission,  the 
cross  roads  of  eternal  life  are  before 
them.  Shall  you  take  the  old  one  you 
formerly  ttod  or  the  one  that  leads  to  the 
presence  of  God  Himself?  At  the  time 
Apostle  F.  M.  Lyman  and  Mathias  F. 
Cowley  were  visiting  the  Elders  of  the 
Southern  States  mission,  and  the  con- 
ference   was    held    in    which    the    writer 


vi  i  listener,  tVpo  tit  Ionian  madi  ■ 
very  ilgnBjIcanl  iinyjMltnii.  u  iru 
Brethren,    tvfaen    you    go    home   call    on 

your  bishop  and  tell  him  to  bflcklt  down 
the  harness  to  u  close  lit,  thai  .mhi  will 
B 1  way  I  be  willing  to  do  anything  he  re 
i|titres  of  you  from  cle&ntng  lamp  claim- 
neys  iii  the  meeting  house  in  I  hat  of  the 
In' M-  of  his  right  hand  man.  Then 
\on  will  be  i  live  coal  in  the  midst,  in 
-'il  of  like  a  burnt-out  cinder."  II' 
dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  course  of  life 
many  of  our  Elders  pursue  w  ben  they 
til  urn  home,  particularly  those  who  fell 
back  into  the  same  careless  ruts  thai  wen 
so  conspicuously  manifest  before  they 
left  home. 

We  urge  our  EJders  to  profit  by  the 
glorious  experiences  they  gain  in  the 
mission  field  and  give  the  saints  at  home, 
(especially  those  who  may  become  em- 
bassadors of  .Christ  to  the  wot  Id), 
a  chance  to  know  something  of  the  vast 
field  of  unexplored  information  that  is  iu 
store  for  them. 

President  Kimball  often  used  a  rather 
quaint,  but  to  the  point  expression  when 
talking  on  this  subject.  He  would  say: 
"When  you  return  home  don't  run  down 
at  the  heels."  He  was  cognizant  of  this 
proneneSS  on  the  part  of  many  returned 
Elders  to  relapse  into  absolute  idleness, 
or  at  least  I ■areles.sness,  and  it  grieved 
him  very  much  to  Bee  it.  -Now  brethren. 
particularly  you  who  return  home  soon, 
cannot  all  join  in  and  cause  the  observant 
apostles,  bishops  and  other  leaders  of  the 
church  to  say  with  earnest  unanimity 
"these  Elders  from  the  Southern  States 
mission  are  the  very  best  material  we 
have  for  securing  men  to  fill  responsible 
positions;  they  are  always  ready  to  do 
what  we  ask  of  them;  they  carry  with 
them  a  spirit  of  their  calling."  Let  us  all 
Strive  to  cause  the  people  at  home  to 
say  with  sinctre  earnestness  what  a 
"change  for  the  better;"  let  us  prove  not 
only  to  our  relatives  and  friends  at  home 
but  to  the  world  that  we  are  just  what 
we  appear  to  be  "honest  seekers  after 
righteousness,  and  earnest  leathers  of  the 
great  plan  of  salvation.  Let  our  fruits 
be  such  that  no  question  can  find  lodge- 
ment in  our  own  minds  nor  those  of  our 
friends,  but  that  a  change  is  made  in  our 
personality,  if  you  please.  Let  not  a 
lingering  thought  or  suggestion  arise  that 
there  is  any  hypocr.tcy  or  veneer  hiding 
our  true  dispositions,  but  that  we  have 
truly  joined  the  band  of  zealous  workers 
in  God's  cause. 

If  we  shall  carry  the  same  devoted 
effort  after  returning,  that  we  secured 
before  leaving  all  that  is  near  and  dear 
for  the  gospel's  s>ike,  we  then  may  feel 
that  we  are  doing  our  best  and  that  the 
"change  is  for  the  better."  We  will  be 
in  the  frame  of  mind  that  the  Saviour 
sought  to  create  when  he  says  "And 
everyone  that  hath  forsaken  houses,  or 
brethren,  or  sisters,  or  father,  or  mother. 
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or  wife,  or  children,  or  lands,  for  my 
name's  sake  shall  receive  an  hundred  fold 
and  shall  inherit  everlasting  life."  The 
gospel  is  worth  nothing  if  not  worth  lay- 
ing all  we  have  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice, 
from  the  time  we  first  are  honored  by  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  later  with  the 
Priesthood  until  we  shall  be  lain  down 
in  an  honored  grave,  and  have  the  wel- 
come greeting  from  on  high:  "Well  done, 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou 
■into  the  joy  of  thy  LoTd,"  and  also  as 
Paul  says:  "It  is  finished;  I  have  kept 
the  faith." 


The  Deseret  News  has  come  out  under 
the  new  regime  much  improved  in  typo- 
graphical appearance  and  Editor  Pen- 
rose's ability  will  insure  its  editorial 
harmony  with  the  improved  appearance. 


The  report  from  Kentucky  conference 
last  week  gave  them  credit  for  only  twen- 
ty-nine meetings,  which  should  have  read 
eighty-nine.  President  Woolley  thinks  the 
record  much  too  low  even  when  corrected, 
to  say  nothing  of  slicing  them  down  to 
twenty-nine. 

Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard,  a  recently  re- 
turned missionary,  is  to  debate  with  an 
alleged  "Elder"  of  the  Josephite  persua- 
sion, the  subject  in  hand  is:  who  Ins  the 
true  title  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Eatter  Hay  Saints.  The  only  question 
with  us  is  why  discuss  so  trivial  a  sub- 
ject.   


We  desire  our  Elders  or  friends  to  re- 
quest publishers  of  news  or  religious 
papers  to  send  ,a  copy  of  their  papeis 
when  they  make  any  reference  to  the 
people  or  doctrines  espoused  by  our  El- 
ders, or  if  they  decline,  then  secure  a 
copy  or  clipping  and  send  it  in;  if  the  lat- 
ter mark  paper  and  date  of  issue  plainly. 


With  this  issue  we  begin  the  pub- 
lication of  the  story  of  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  Elder  Joseph  Standing  as  to'ld 
by  his  companion,  Elder  Rudger  Clawson. 
The  author  of  the  article,  Elder  John 
Nicholson,  well  known  for  his  ability — as 
a  writer  of  subjects  in  an  interesting  and 
truthful  manner.  We  trust  our  readers 
will  enjoy  its  perusal.  It  will  form  part 
of  the  history  of  the  Southern  States 
mission. 


In  answer  to  a  question  from  one  of 
the  Elders  as  to  their  home  papers;  they 
all  are  advised  that  a  paper  is  sent  each 
week  to  the  addresses  as  they  have  been 
furnished  this  office.  Those  who  sent  in 
their  addresses  before  no.  C  Star  all  back 
numbers,  were  sent — thus  completing  the 
volume — but  since  No.  G,  only  the  current 
number  have  been  sent  home.  If  there 
are  any  who  desire  back  numbers  please 
advise  by  postal  card. 


East  week  we  failed  to  notice  a  typo- 
graphical error  in  the  Mission  History, 
wherein  it  stated  that  Elders  Barnett  and 
Cowley  came  into  the  field  "1898;"  it 
should  have  read  1878. 


Patriarch  Evans  Felicitates. 

Springville,  Utah  County,  Ulah. 
R.   Jjovell    Mendenliall: 

My  Dear  Brother:— I  have  pleasure  in 
writing  you  a  line  from  home,  but  so  far 
as  local  news  is  concerned,  you  dauntless 
are  well  informed.  I  am  highly  gratified 
to  know  that  so  large  a  number  of  our 
Utah  boys  are  so  self-sacrificing  for  truth 
as  to  sever  home  associations  for  a  period 
of  years  for  the  society  of  strangers  upon 
whose  hospitality,  under  the  blessing  of 
the  Lord,  they  are  called  to  depend.  Like 
yourself,  many  of  these  young  men  leave 
homes  replete  with  life's  comforts,  -to 
wander  as  pilgrims  on  the  earth  and  thus 
to  test  the  faitE  of  this  generation,  and 
how  must  they  feel  when  the  present  be- 
comes the  past,  when  it  is  chronicled  in 
the  history  of  eternal  archives,  whose  in- 
fallible records  will  set  forth  the  fact 
that,  like  the  generation  of  eighteen  cen- 
turies ago,  they,  too,  have  rejected  the 
testimony  of  Jesus  for  antiquated  sys- 
tems which  have  not  the  power  of  end- 
less life. 

The  present  generation  is  on  trial.  Life 
and  death  are  placed  before  them,  .bar- 
ring the  awful,  the  eternal  consequences 
which  must  follow  the  rejection  of  tne 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  the  temporal 
effects,  alone,  are  of  no  small  moment. 
It  costs  something  to  rej  .ct  a  divine  mes- 
sage in  any  generation.  Babylon,  .Jeru- 
salem and  the  cities  of  antiquity,  in  gen- 
eral, to  say  nothing  of  the  Antediluvians, 
are  examples  of  what  it  costs  to  reject 
divine  authority.  Take  the  Southern 
States  alone,  and  in  their  midst,  vested 
it  is  true,  generally,  in  young  men,  is  the 
holy  apostleship  of  the  seventies,  identi- 
cally the  same  authority  which  was 
vested  in  the  seventies  whom  Christ,  per- 
sonally, sent  into  Jerusalem  and  the  other 
cities  of  Palestine.  In  their  hands  is  the 
power  to  seal  up  unto  life  and  death,  yet 
they  carry  glad  tidings  to  every  soul  of 
man  there.  Now  the  day  star  of  hope 
has  dawned  upon  them.  Tomorrow, 
speaking  indefinitely,  lor  we  know  not 
the  time  of  the  Lord,  their  star  may  go 
out  in  sorrow.  It  may  be  bathed  in 
blood.  So  certainly  as  the  past  is  strewn 
with  instances  of  divine  vengeance  as  a 
penalty  for  rejection  of  the  messages  of 
heaven  to  men,  must  the  present  genera- 
tion feel  the  hand  of  vengeance  in  this 
their  day  of  visitation,  but  we  sorrow  at 
the  thought. 

This  generation  will  see  the  fulness  of 
the  gentiles,  whose  giory  must  fade  as  a 
flower  in  the  sun  if  they  "reject  so  great 
salvation."  The  sacrifices  of  the  Elders 
are  recorded  in  heaven,  footsore  and 
weary,  how  often  they  drag  their  slow 
length  along.  How  often  do  they  endure 
the  scoffs  and  jeers  of  the  world,  its  con- 
tumely, and,  in  some  instances,  physical 
persecution  and  even  death,  ostracised  by 
men  who  are  styled  "the  better  class." 
How  unpopular,  with  many,  it  is  to  be 
called  a  Mormon  Elder.  Thanks,  how- 
ever, to  the  wide-spread  agency  of  the 
press  a  better  understanding  of  what  and 
who  we  are  is  beginning  to  prevail.  The 
thinking  class  begin  to  learn  that  much 
that  is  said,  even  by  self-styled  reverends, 
concerning  us  is  grossly  false.  Railroad 
communication  is  a  great  corrector  of  mis- 
representation. Contact  with  a  people 
does  more  to  correct  unfounded  prejudice 
than   all  we  can  say  ourselves.     In   con- 


versation with  a  great  Eastern  scholar 
he  expressed  surprise  that  a  system  like 
the  one  we  represent,  possessing  such 
vital  energy,  should  be  so  little  under- 
stood. He  commented  upon  the  decline 
of  religious  sentiment  which  is  so  almost 
universally  apparent,  and  said  that  his 
hope  lay  in  the  prospect  that  some  re- 
ligious system  of  the  future  would  give 
renewed  impetus  to  the  Christian  religion, 
and  said:  "If  that  system  was  the  so- 
called  Mormon  system,  then,  he  could  not 
do  less  than  bid  it  welcome  on  its  errand 
of  hope  and  mercy  to  man." 

I  am  glad  that  our  fellow  townsman, 
Brother  David  P.  Felt,  has  been  delegated 
to  labor  in  the  publication  of  a  paper 
which  is  an  expositor  of  the  faith  of  the 
saints.  He  is  eminently  fitted  by  editorial 
labor  and  experience  for  the  work.  May 
the  Lord  aid  him  therein  and  may  He 
bless  you  in  your  labors  of  ministry  and 
love  is  my  earnest  prayer.  Your  brother, 
Your  Friend  and  Brother, 

C.  D.  EVANS. 


A  Visit  to  Biltmore  House. 

By    B.    F.    Hammond,    Ja. 

Hale,  N.  C,  Dec.  29,  1898. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  Star: 

One  of  the  most  interesting  sights  I 
have  ever  seen  since  coming  to  the  south 
was  the  estate  of  George  W.  Vanderbilt. 
which  my  companion  and  I  visited  the 
lid  inst. 

Erom  Elders  and  friends  I  had  heard 
enough  of  this  place  that  I  determined, 
if  possible,  to  visit  it.  Right  here  let  me 
advise  all  who  may  go  through  the  south, 
with  open  eyes,  to  visit  this  place  if  pos- 
sible and  see  what  wealth  and  labor  can 
do. 

The  estate  embraces  30,000  acres  of 
hilly  land,  five  miles  south  of  Asheville. 
N.  C.  The  palace,  christened  "Biltmore 
House"  is  built  upon  the  highest  hill  in 
that  vicinity  and,  like  the  Salt  Lake  tem- 
ple, is  the  most  conspicuous  object  for 
miles   around. 

A  very  high  wire  fence  encloses  the 
estate,  intended  to  keep  in,  or  out,  any- 
thing from  a  deer  to  a  rabbit.  The  palace 
and  several  acres  are  surrounded  by  a 
high  wall  of  stone.. 

The  main  entrance  to  the  estate  is  three 
miles  north  from  the  palace  at  Biltmore 
City.  Before  a  person  can  gain  entrance 
the  proper  way  he  must  get  a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  some  well-known 
citizen  of  the  neighborhood  <and,  in  ex- 
change, get  a  pass  from  the  office  near 
by.  This  will  entitle  him  to  take  in  the 
sights  outside  of  the  wall.  One's  business 
must  be  strictly  personal  to  gain  an 
audience  with  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 

1  admire  this  rich  man's  choice  of 
country  to  spend,  at  least  the  winter 
months.  It  is  certainly  an  admirable 
place  for  one  who  wishes  to  enjoy  good 
health  and  mountain  scenery.  When  the 
improvements  are  completed,  as  he  in- 
tends, it  will  surely  be  a  fairyland. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt  is  a  miser  by  no  means: 
for  he  has  spent  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $15,000,000  already  in  his  estate  and 
at  present  is  giving  employment  to  400 
or  500  men  on  the  place.  The  common 
workmen  get  $1  per  day.  Thus  he  aids 
many  a  poor  man  with  a  houseful  of 
hopefuls.  If  he  so  desired  he  could  get 
this  same  labor  from  25  to  75  cents. 

One  day  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  dressed  in 
workingmen's    clothes,     procured    a    job 
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from  one  of  his  foremen  and  started  to 
work,    no   dOUbt    to   sec    In iw    things    went 

on  whi'ii  hr  w.-is  supposed  to  be  absent. 
At  noon  hour  the  conversation  drifted  on 
to  Mr.  Vanderbili's  wealth.  A  certain 
covetuous  fellow  expressed  the  idea  thai 
Mr.  Vanderbilt,  to  do  right  in  the  sight 
of  God,  ought  in  divide  his  substance 
with  i Mo  poor.  They  soon  figured  up  how 
much  each  person  in  United  States  would 
receive  if  such  were  done,  and  to  the 
great  astonishment  of  the  coveteous  fel- 
low, he  received  his  portion  and  was  told 
hr  could  consider  himself  "fired." 

1  will  not  enter  into  detail  in  describing 
the  palace  and  immediate  surroundings 
for  1  was  but  a  few  moments  inside  the 
stone  wall,  having  just  passed  through 
with  a  friend  who  worked  on  the  estate, 
and   besides  it  was  hardly  daylight. 

No  building  that  I  had  ever  seen  before 
equaled  this  one  as  far  as  pomp  and 
worldly  glory  is  concerned;  for  the  few 
moments  I  gazed  at  it  I  wondered  if  I 
were  really  awake.  It  is  built  on  a 
curious  plan,  the  main  feature  is  oddity. 
Its  many  shaped  windows,  large  blunt 
pinnacles,  from  which  a  person  can  see 
eighteen  miles  west  to  another  tract  of 
64,000  acres  belonging  to  this  same  man, 
high  steel  doors  and  great  archways,  all 
bespoke  of  its  curious  workmanship.  It 
is  about  250  feet  long  in  the  shape  of  an 
"L"  facing  the  east  and  south.  In  front, 
east,  are  a  few  acres  artistically  laid  off 
for  sports  of  various  kinds.  A  costly 
bowling  green  and  tea  house  join  the 
palace  on  the  south,  beyond  this,  and  the 
wall,  is  situated  the  green  house,  which, 
by  the  way,  is  a  glass  house  full  of  green 
plants  and  flowers  of  many  kinds. 

The  frost  had  frozen  on  the  glass  and 
presented  ns  from  seeing  fairly  what 
beauties  were  inside. 

Our  friend  told  us  plants  in  there  had 
come  from  Australia,  costing  no  less  than 
$400  each.  Oranges  are  ripe  on  a  few- 
trees  and  the  flowers  were  beyond  my 
botanical  knowledge. 

His  fine-bred  horses  live  in  a  stable 
joining  the  palace  on  the  north.  Some 
may  be  a  little  surprised  that  he  would 
have  his  stables  so  close,  but  if  they 
would  see  the  luxury  and  treatment  those 
animals  receive  they  would  indeed  be 
surprised.  Some  of  ithese  horses  are 
worth  more  than  some  of  our  congress- 
men; for  they  get  the  best  treatment  hu- 
man ingenuity  can  contrive  and  cannot 
be  bought  for  twice  the  amount  some  of 
our  congressmen  can. 

There  are  thirty-five  miles  of  well-kept 
roads  traversing  the  estate,  each  having 
i  special  name.  They  are  made  of 
crushed  rock  and  twenty-seven  men  are 
kept  busy  keeping  them  in  good  condi- 
tion for  this  "gold  bug"  and  wife  and 
others  to  travel.  On  both  sides  of  these 
roads  and  walks  many  kinds  of  flowers, 
plants,  vines  and  trees  grow  and  surely  a 
walk  or  drive  over  them  would  sooth 
and  make  happy  the  troubled  mind. 

The  natural  growth  of  timber,  such  as 
oak,  chestnut,  hickory,  birch,  ash,  poplar, 
is  fast  being  replaced  by  evergreens,  most- 
ly pine,  so  the  entire  estate  will  wear 
a  summer  garb  the  whole  year  round. 
What  a  pleasure  to  ramble  through  such 
a  paradise  can  only  be  felt  by  those  who 
have  the  chance. 

Two  hundred  thoroughbred  Jersey  cows 
are  kept  and  milked  about  two  miles  from 
the  palace.  Most  of  Asheville  is  supplied 
with   dairy    products    from   here,    and    it 


seems  anything  with   Vanderbilt's   na 

on    ii    is  at   a    premium.      He   cultivates 

anil   raises  all  kinds  of  vegetables  used  on 

the  table,  which  he  disposes  of  at  a  good 

price  to   Aslicvillc  i pie.     While   he  is 

.lidiii"  many  by  giving  them  employ- 
ment; some  of  the  leading  farmers  say 
they  can't  find  as  ready  market  for  farm 
products  as  they  .could  before  he  came  to 
Hiiucomb   county. 

Mr.  Yandoi-bilt  is  2*1  years  old,  newly 
married  and  is  said  to  be  worth  $190,000,- 
000.  He  is  Episcopalian  by  profession 
and  built,  supports,  and  attends  a  neat, 
little  church  at  Biltmore  City.  His 
preacher's  wish  is  to  have,  as  far  as 
money  could  get  it,  orae  of  the  most  elab- 
orate places  of  worship.  I  could  not  help 
contrasting  my  moneyless  way  of  work- 
ing for  the  advancement  of  the  gospel  and 
the  way  of  this  hired  divine.  Surely 
itching  ears  will  heap  to  themselves  teach- 
ers who  will  make  merchandise  of  the 
gospel. 

I  never  shall  forget  this  visit,  for  it 
seems  now  I  was  dreaming.  All  dreams 
and  pictures  of  fairylands  and  gardens 
of  Eden  vanish  in  comparison  with  that 
1  had  seen  with  my  natural  eyes. 

1  hope  Mr.  Vanderbilt  may  see  the  gos- 
pel in  its  true  light  for  surely  and  hon- 
orable obedient  Elder  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  is 
far  more  rich  than  he,  with  all  his  mil- 
lions, without  the  gospel. 

Death  of  Brother  Gilliland. 

Correspondence  of  EldeT  W.  H.  Petty. 
'  Larkin,   Ky„   Jan.   10,    1S91"). 

Editor  Southern  Star:  Dear  Brother:— 
We  would  be  pleased  to  use  a  little  space 
in  your  valuable  paper  to  announce  the 
death  of  Brother  Earnest  Gilliland, 
which  will'  no  doubt  be  of  great  interest 
to  the  Elders  and  Saints  of  the  Ken- 
tucky  conference. 

Brother  E'arnest  Gilliland,  son  of 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  M.  Gilliland,  of 
Larkin,  Ky.,  died  the  8th  inst.  at  6:15 
a.  m.  after  an  illness  of  ten  or  twelve 
days.  The  cause  of  death  was  said  to  be 
typhoid  fever.  He  was  a  promising 
young  man,  twenty  years  of  age,  and  well 
respected  by  all  his  acquaintances. 

He  was  baptized  Aug.  21st,  ISilS,  by 
Elder  Alvin  Ipsen,  during  our  last  Au- 
gust conference,  and  has  been  a  faithful 
Sunday  school  worker  since.  The  Elders 
will  well  remember  the  pleasant  time  ill 
had  at  the  confirmation  meeting,  which 
was  held  at  his  late  home,  at  night  on 
the  lawn  and  under  the  trees;  after  which 
we  had  songs  and  recitations  and  finally 
bid  the  Elders,  who  were  to  return  home, 
a   good  bye. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Monday 
at  Mt.  Zoar  (Baptist  church)  which  was 
obtained  foa-  the  occasion.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  promptly  at  12 
o'clock  by  Elder  W.  H.  Petty,  presiding. 
The  building  was  filled  by  relatives  and 
friends  who  sympathized  with  the  be- 
reaved family. 

The  Larkin  Sabbath  school  choir  fur- 
nished the  singing  and  Elder  M.  I'.  Brown 
occupied  the  time  in  preaching  the  funeral 
sermon  and  comforting  the  hearts  of 
those  who  had  cause  to  mourn,  after 
which  the  remains  were  taken  to  the 
Boyd's  cemetery,  where  they  were  laid  to 
rest.  Dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by 
Elder  W.  H.  Petty. 


The  weather  was  fairly  good  and  a 
large    crowd    assi  mbled    al    the    grave    to 

pay  their  last     tribute  ot  reaped   to  I  In- 

deceased. 

We      were      called       b>    administer      to 

Brother  Earnest  several  times  during  his 

illness,  but  it  seemed  only  to  quiet  liini 
for  the  time.  lie  suffered  bat  very  little 
apparently  during  his  sickness  and  passed 
away  peaci  fully,  and  in  good   faith   in   the 

gospel. 

During  his  illness,  his  younger  brother, 
Gannett,  was  taken  very  sick  with  0  le- 
ver also;  we  were  called  to  administer 
to  him  and  he   was  immediately   healed. 

The  family  remain  failhful  and  ac- 
knowledge the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  their 
bereavement. 

Brother  Earnest  leaves  a  father  and 
mother,  six  brothers  and  two  sisters,  and 
a  sweet  heart,  to  mourn  his  loss.  May 
the  choicest  blessings  of  heaven  reel  upon 
the  bereaved  family,  who  will  miss 
Brother  Earnest,  is  the  prayer  of  your 
Brethren  in  the  cause  of  truth. 

Deseret  Xews  please  copy. 


Branch  Conference — Virginia. 

Correspondence  Elder  John  E.   Griffin. 
Hewlett.    Va..    .Ian.    9,    1899. 

Editor  Southern  Star:— A  very  interest- 
ing Branch  conference  has  just  been  held 
at  Batesville,  Albemarle  county,  \'a..  and 
we  believe  a  few  items  will  he  of  inter 
est  to  many  of  your  readers. 

Elders  Edward  D.  Jones  and  Alonzo 
Shirts  were  present,  and  notwithstanding 
it  was  stormy  and  very  cold,  when  the 
appointed  time  came  a  goodly  number  of 
Saints  and  friends  had  gathered  at  the 
yet  partially  completed  meeting  house, 
anxious  to  hear  the  instructions  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Lord  might  have  to  impart. 

Two  sessions  were  held  each  day  and 
a  peaceful,  hallowed  influence,  only  to  be 
met  in  a  gathering  of  Saints,  prevailed. 
The  Elders,  filled'  with  the  Holy  (ikost. 
spoke  in  power  and  plainness.  Never  1» - 
fore  had  they  heard  the  voice  of  Cro.l 
whisper  so  loudly,  "Teach  the  Saints 
their  duties."  All  present  rejoiced.  The 
local  brethren  spoke  well  and.  Sunday  be- 
ing fast  day,  many  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  saying  a  word  in 
defense  of  the  Savior  and  His  latter  day 
prophet. 

At  the  last  session  the  Branch  was  re- 
organized and  the  following  officers  sus- 
tained: Elder  W'm.  S.  Fitzgerald,  prts- 
ident;  Garret  A.  Wells,  assistant;  Samuel 
R.  Ivirby,  clerk  and  teacher;  John  I  . 
Wells  and  Walter  ('.  Wells,  deacons. 

The  general  authorities,  mission  and 
conference  officers  were  unanimously  sus- 
tained and  conference  closed  with  an  in- 
teresting address  upon  the  life  and  work 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph,  by  Elder  Edward 
D.  Jones. 

The  Branch  is  now  fully  organized  and 
hereafter  Sunday  school  and  meeting  will 
be  held  each  Sabbath.  All  are  deter- 
mined to  complete  their  new  meeting 
house  at  an  early  date,  and,  by  the  help 
of  the  Lord,  all  will  be  Saints  indeed— 
May  God  bless  them  in  their  noble  work. 


Joseph  Smith  says: 

"The  rich  cannot  be  saved  without 
charity,  giving  to  feed  the  poor  when  and 
how  God  requires." 


TDK   SOl'TIIKKN   STAK. 


BS 


The  Kentucky  Church  Burning. 

By    Elder   George    A.    Lyman 
Written  for  the  Southern  Star. 
The  Pleasant  Hill     church  bouse  bad 

boon     iii     irse    hi'    construction    almost 

three  mouths,  antl  mis  near  completion 
« hen  the  news  came  thai  our  meeting 
house  was  burned  to  the  ground.  Elders 
T.  Henry  Blackburn,  Lewie  Bastain 
and  myself  were  holding  meeting  in  the 
school  bouse,  just  a  fevi  rods  from  the 
church  building,  Sunday,  Nov.  27,  1808, 
nt  the  close  of  which  we  announced 
meeting  in  the  new  building  tor  the  tol 
lowing  Saturday  and  Sunday.  ESder 
Blackburn  being  very  anxious  to  preach 
in  the  new  building  before  he  departed 
for  his  homo  in  the  west.  Tin'  saints 
were  making  extra  efforts  ii  bare  the 
house  ready  by  the  appointed  time.  The 
ni'ws  soon  spread  and  all  were  anxious 
for  the  time  tu  come,  looking  forward  in 
great  faith,  tu  see  our  building  completed. 
Many  threats  had  been  made  by  individ- 
uals as   well   as   published    in    a    number 

of  papers  to  the  effect  thai  the  Mor ns 

should  never  have  the  privilege  of  preach- 
ing iu  their  now  building.  Still  we  la- 
inired  uu  sparing  neither  time  tun-  means 
in  complete  the  building  of  which  we  were 
Mil  so  proud.  A  number  of  the  brethren 
wont  to  work  Monday  and  when  their 
iiiy's  work  was  done,  they  left  everything 
in  good  shape.  On  neaping  the  grounds 
early  the  next  morning  to  finish  their 
labors,  to  their  great  astonishment  and 
s  urprise  they  found  only  a  heap  of  ashes, 
in  the  place  where  our  church  building 
had  stood.  The  news  was  soon  circulated 
among  the  saints,  and  by  noon  .t  num- 
ber of  our  friends  had  gathered  around, 
trying  to  find  out  the  guilty  ones,  but  no 
clue  was  obtained.  We  can  only  say  it 
was  burned  by  some  unknown  persons, 
who,  by  such  deeds,  kindled  the  tire  that 
may  eventually  consume  their  very  souls. 
The  saints  and  friends  had  donated  a 
large  portion  of  the  material  in- 
cluding shingles,  sleepers,  sills,  rafters, 
finishing  lumber,  flooring,  ceiling, 
moiinldings.  nails  doors  and  windows. 
etc.,  which  were  purchased  at  a 
cost  of  about  $200.  The  money  was 
donated  by  saints  and  friends,  the  Elders 
also  were  quite  liberal  iu  helping  the 
branch  with  their  new  enterprise.  We 
expected  to  complete  and  have  the  build- 
ing paid  for  by  the  List  of  January,  1801). 
Great  credit  is  due  the  people  for  their 
noble  efforts.  The  branch  consists  of  a 
Presiding  Elder,  two  priests,  four  teach 
era  and  about  forty  members.  Many  <>i 
whom  have  a  great  desire  to  gather  with 
the  saints  to  the  west,  thus  probably  ac- 
counting for  the  run  or  that  was  pub- 
lished recently  of  a  general  evacuation  to 
Utah. 

The  Blaine  Creek   Church. 

The  church  building  on  Blaine  creek 
was  burned  by  a  drunken  mob,  Sept.  18th, 
is;  is,  neat  midnight.  This  building  was 
not  so  costly,  but  a  credit  to  the  saints 
under  the  circumstances.  The  house  was 
built  of  hewn  logs, being  only  covered,  and 
a  rough  floor  laid,  to  aceommoCate  the 
Sunday  school  during  the  warm  weather. 
Soon  alter  the  church  house  was  burned. 
Brother  John  M.  Skaggs,  received  the 
following   notice: 

"MORMONS!  TAKE  NOTICE!!" 

"Any  person  known  to  be  a  follower 
of    Joe    Smith,    or    a    Mormon,    is    hereby 

notified  nol  t,    give  C I,  shelter  or  other 

aid   to  any   Mormon  Elder.  Priests,   pro- 


phets or  I  liviiKTs.  senl   out   by  the   Mormon 

church,  Yon  are  further  notified  not 
in  hold  any  meetings,  public  or  private, 

Of  the  Mono, hi  faith  and  practice.  Such 
person    or    persons    as    may    be    guilty    of 

violating  anj  on ;  more  of  (he  foregoing 

restrictions,  if  within   the  jurisdiction   ol 

this  band,  will  be  dealt  with  accordingly. 
"Judge   Lynch. 

"Done  by  order  of  the  band,  Sept.  IT. 
1808." 

In  spite  of  threats,  the  saints  held  their 

S lay   school,   Sunday   meetings  with    no 

further  word  of  molestation  from  the 
"band,"  until  this  capped  the  climax.  We 
acknowledge  the  hand  of  tin-  Lord  in  all 

things,  anil  know  the  destruction  of  our 
church  houses  his  resulted  iu  much  good. 
The  work  is  prospering  in  this  pari  of 
the  Lord's  vineyard.  Our  experience  only 
proves  the  divinity  of  the  words  of  Paul. 
"Yea,  and  all  that  will  live  Godly  in 
(  hrisi  Jesus  shall  suiter  persecutions." 


VARIETIES. 


President  Pratt  and  Elder  M.  A.  Beck- 
stead  from  tlie  .South  Alabama  Confer- 
ence passed  through  Chattanooga  lor 
home  on  Thursday.  They  both  feel  deep- 
ly elated  at  the  prospects  of  meeting  their 
loved  ones  at  home,  having  been  out 
thirty-tWO  and  twenty-eight  months  re- 
spectively. Elder  Pratt  has  never  seen 
Ins  little  3-year-old  girl,  and  Elder  Beck- 
stead  expects  to  see  his  first  sou.  aged  -- 
mouths,  on  his  arrival  home. 


Elder   W.   G.   Eisher  writes: 

About  three  weeks  ago  Elder  M atheson 
was  here  spending  a  few  days  with  me 
at  which  time  we  both  received  calls  to 
the  work  of  mutual  improvement.  The 
brethren  in  charge  of  the  work  gave  us 
the  privilege  of  laboring  as  companions 
and  assigned  us  to  the  "Weber  Stake  of 
Zion.  There  are  six  of  us  in  the  Weber 
Stake — Elder  Matheson,  our  leader.  We 
are  much  reminded  of  our  labors  in  I  lie 
south,  as  two  by  two  from  house  to  house 
we  go,  preaching  the  same  gospel  that 
Jesus  preached  and  commanded  His  apos- 
tles to  preach. 


Salt  Lake  Herald. 
Apostle    and    Mrs.    Abraham        Owen 

W Iruff  spent  New  Year's  day  with  the 

people  of  Heber.  In  the  afternoon  they 
attended  services  in  the  stake  tabernacle. 
where  the  apostle  was  the  principle 
speaker.  In  course  of  his  address  the 
apostle  spoke  of  the  church  being  obliged 
to  issue  bonds  and  said  if  the  Latter  Day 
Samts  would  be  honest  with  the  Lord 
and  pay  a  proper  tithing  for  one  year 
the  church  could  be  freed  from  its  obli- 
gations and  the  Saints  themselves  would 
be  blessed  of  the  Lord  for  complying 
with  His  will. 


County  (St.   George)   News. 

The  custom  of  honoring  the  old  folks, 
that  obtains  in  Utah,  by  devoting  one  or 
more  days  in  each  year  to  their  enjoy- 
ment is  a  grand  one,  and  is  much  appro 
eiated  by  the  veterans.  To  make  their 
declining  years  pleasant  should  be  a 
source  of  much  pleasure  to  the  younger 
people,    and    undoubtedly    is. 

President  David  11.  Cannon  has  a  sick 
household.  I  Lis  oldest  daughter  is  con- 
fined to  the  house  with  a  severe  cold; 
a  son  about  It!  years  old  has  a  broken 
arm,  caused  while  playing  during  school 
recess;  another  son  about  s  years  old  is 
suffering  with  rheumatic  fever. 


OUR  CONFERENCE  PRESIDENTS. 

Elder  Edwin  G.  Woolley.  Jr. 

The  subject   of  iins  Bketch,   Elder  Ed 

win  Gordon  Woolley,  Jr..  made  hi-  Mrs! 

advent    into    this    world    at    Sunnj     St. 

U rge,   Utah,  on  Sept.   1st,   1870,   under 

He  parentage  of  EuVwin  G.  Woolloy  and 
Mary  l.a\ini.i  I'.eutloy,  daughter  ol  Pa 
niareh  Richard  Bently,  of  the  Si.  George 
Siake  of  /ion  Mis  father  being  one  ol 
Utah's  foremost  i-iiizens  for  many  years 
back,  baring  held  a  membership  in 
several  territorial  legislatures  and  land 
boards,  and  is  n.,w  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  state  land  commis- 
sioners. President  Woolley  is  not  without 
honor  in  his  own  country,  having  eithel 
held  several  positions  of  trust  in  ectasias 

Heal  and  oiler  organisations.  1 1  is-  luisi 
m  s  s  al  home  w  is  thai  of  a  stock  and 
mining  broker.     He  also  held  a   prominent 

position  on   the   reportorial  corps  of   the 

Salt        I  ake        Herald  and       is  the 

I'oitiinale  posses, ,r  ol'  a  wife  and  two 
beautiful  children,  whom  he  lel'i  for  the 
gospel's    -ake  on    the  L'lsl    of   April,   18U8. 


KI.I'KI:    KHYVIN    i;     Win  H. I. KY.    JR., 
President   of   the   Kentucky    Conferpnce 

and  on  his  arrival  here  was  assigned  to 
the  Kentucky  conference.    His  ability  for 

the  position  soon  i ame  manifest  and  on 

the  31st  of  August.  1808,  he  was  called  to 
I  reside  over  the  conference,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  held  wiih  signal  credit.      By 

virtue  ol'  his  skill  as  a  correspondent    and 

typewriter,  he  lias  been  called  to  tabor 
in  the  olliee. 

Elder  Woolley's  home,  at  present,  is  in 
Hie  Hist,  ward  ol'  Sail  Lake  (  ity.  1'tah. 
where   he  has  resided  since  about    L590, 

when    he    left    his   southern    home    for   the 

busy  metropolis  where  he  could  expand. 
Elder  Woolley  is  an  arduous  worker  in 

whatever  he  undertakes  and  in  his  posi- 
tions, both  as  a  traveling  Elder  and 
President,  has  made  a  bumble  and  encr- 
getic  worker.  Al  this  writing  it  is  not 
known  who  will  till  the  vacancy  created 

by     his    call     tO    the    olliee.    bill     he    leaves 

his  two  counselors,  Elders  John  M. 
Hunker  and  George  E.  Miles,  to  attend 
io  the  duties  required,  pending  the  ap- 
pointment  of  his  successor. 


Elder  David  Spilsbury,  of  the  Eastern 

Stales  mission,  writing  from  Ittb-i.  \. 
\ .,  sends  greetings  to  the  Elders  of  the 
•Sunny  South. 
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GLEANINGS. 


Saints    Herald. 

The  Utah  church  is  represented  by  aj 
additional  periodical  in  the  journalistic 
field— "The  Latter  Day  Saints'  Southern 
Star,"  issued  of  late  at  Chattanooga, 
Tenn,  in  the  interests  of  the  Southern 
States  mission  of  that  body.  The  Henld 
obtains  it  with  other  Utah  Church  publi- 
cations, including  the  Deseret  News  (the 
church  organ)  and  the  Juvenile  Instruc- 
tor; published  at  Provo,  Utah,  on  ex- 
change. It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  observp 
the  Herald  concedes  there  is  a  "Utah 
Church."— Ed. 


in  town  the  past  day  or  two  and  has 
mule  a  veritable  raid  upon  the  Seventies, 
i:i  search  of  available  missionaries.  Mr. 
MeMurrin  has  many  old  time  friends  in 
I  ogan  and  when  he  first  made  his  ap- 
pearance he  was  welcomed  by  them;  but 
since  his  errand  has  become  known,  he  is 
rather  an  object  of  dread  and  he  has  not 
encountered  so  many  acquaintances  the 
past  few  days.  Among  those  whom 
Dame  Rumor  reports  as  having  been 
called  may  be  mentioned  Joseph  Newbold, 


James  W.  Quayle,  Emil  Anderson, 
Charles  Kallstrom,  George  Squires,  and 
C.  T.  Barrett.  It  is  rumored  that  a  score 
of  others  have  been  called  from  Logan, 
but  their  names  could  not  be  learned. 
Four  or  five  were  called  in  Hyrum  a  few 
evenings  ago,  and  according  to  credible 
information  a  great  many  more  will  be 
called  from  all  over  the  county  as  it  is  the 
intention  to  double  the  number  of  mission- 
aries now  in  the  field,  within  the  next 
six  months. 


Florida  Philosopher. 

Elders  Stevenson  and  Sowjrds  were  in 
town  last  Thursday.  They  held  a  meet- 
ing in  Denver  on  Wednesday  night,  to- 
gether with  the  "Volusia  county  Elders 
who  were  passing  through.  The  latter 
continuec  their  journey  to  Volusia  county 
Thursday  morning,  and  the  former  left 
for  Buffalo  Bluff.  Friday  morning.  A  big 
meeting  or  conference  of  Latter  Day 
Saints  will  probably  be  held  nmr  Palatka 
this  month.  President  Bich,  of  the. South- 
ern   States    mission,    is    expected    to    be 

present,  besides  a  number  of  Elders. 


Deseret.    News. 

President  Lorenzo  Snow  has  written 
to  Elder  Piatt  D.  Lyman,  president  of 
the  European  mission,  requesting  that 
the  remains  of  Elder  Albert  Patterson. 
who  died  at  Upsala,  Sweden,  in  Decem- 
ber last:  Elder  David  M.  Miner.  wh-> 
passed  away  in  Scotland  in  October,  and 
Elder  Neils  Wilhelmsen,  the  presidenr 
of  the   Scandinavian    mission,    who    was 

buried  in  rooenbagen  in  August.  JS81. 
be  exhumed  for  their  respective  resting 
nlaees  in  Europe,  and  brought  home  to 
Utah,  where  thev  will  repose  by  the  side 
of  their  departed  loved  ones. 


Salt    Lake    Herald. 

It  has  been  decided  to  conduct  a  iu..,- 
sionary  class  at  233  West  First  North 
street,  under  the  auspicies  of  the  Latter 
Day  Saints  College,  especially  for  the 
benefit  of  young  men  who  have  received 
or  are  expecting  missionary  calls.  This 
decision  was  arrived  at  in  response  to  an 
uigent  request  from  numerous  young  men 
of  the  class  mentioned. 

The  sessions  will  be  held  on  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  of  each  week  at  2:30  p.  in.. 
commencing  on  Jan.  17.  All  are  cordially 
invited,  ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen.  Prof 
Done  will   conduct  the  class. 

This  is  somewhat  of  an  innovation, 
and  taken  in  connection  with  the  official 
statement  made  at  Logan  by  Elder  Mc- 
Mnrrin  at  a  public  meeting  to  the  effort 
that  the  church  intended  to  increase  the 
ivnsisomry  force  now  in  the  field  from 
1.5410  to  3.000  shows  that  there  is  renewed 
activity  in  the  missionary  work. 


A   FAMILIAR  SCENE. 

A  "snap-shot"  at  Elders  W.  J.  Strong  and  M.  A.  Beckstead,  of  the  South  Alabama  Conference 


Logan   Journal. 

President  Joseph  McMurrin.  of  the  gen- 
eral presidency  of  the  Seventies,  has  been 


Missionary  Experience 

By    Elder   James    W.    Duttiu. 
Mathews  City,   Va.,   Dec.   27,    1S9S. 

Written  for  The  Southern  Star: — As  we 
have  just  about  completed  Mathews 
county,  and  thought  we  would  give  you  a 
short  synopsis  of  our  labors. 

At  our  last  conference,  held  in  Caddo. 
Pittsylvania  county,  Sept.  3rd  and  4th, 
I,  in  connection  with  Elder  John  S.  Al- 
len, of  Mesa,  Arizona,  was  assigned  to 
labor  in  Mathews  county.  Situated  on 
the  borders  of  the  beautiful  Chesapeake 
bay,  it  is  almost  surrounded  by  water. 
The  country  is  very  thickly  sottled  and 
the  people  somewhat  proud.  Mathews  is 
about  twelve  miles  square,  and  contains 


twenty-six  churches  of  various  denomi- 
nations. 

We  entered  our  county  Oct.  4th  in  fast- 
ing and  prayer,  and  proceeded  directly  to 
the  county  seat.  By  persistent  effort  we 
secured  the  court  house  and  held  a  nun- 
ber  of  meetings,  sold  twenty  V.  "f  W. 
and  two  B.  of  M.  During  our  series  we 
proceeded  to  our  canvass,  holding  family 
meetings  whenever  an  opportunity  af- 
forded. 

We  have  had  considerable  opposition 
while  here,  many  times  being  insulted 
and  turned  from  the  doors,  but  have 
nothing  to  complain  of.  We  have  many 
friends  and  some  few  honest  investiga- 
tors. The  ministers  are  fighting  us,  and 
the   truth. 


